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DISCLAIMER
We endeavor to provide accurate and reliable material in  this newsletter; however, the possi-
bility of error exists.  The editor and/or OATC will not be held responsible for any misinforma-
tion.  All persons using any information contained herein are encouraged to use all sources of 
information to arrive at a tax law decision.  OATC does not specifically endorse any services 

or products contained in paid advertising.
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This newsletter is dedicated to Denny 
Purkey, and the impact he had on all of 
us as individuals, on OATC and on the 
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world through his devotion to Rotary Interna-
tional. Anyone who wanted to has written an 
article on how Denny touched his or her life. 
I get to go first, and I’m sure the articles will 
get better from here. I first saw Denny as a 
Rotarian, attending the President-Elect 
Training Session (PETS) in Seattle. Along 
with several hundred other aspiring club 
presidents from the western part of the US, 
Canada, and Russia, I was packed into a 
room watching a procession of godlike be-
ings called Past District Governors as they 
shared a little of their wisdom with us. I no-
ticed Denny especially because he gave a 
firm, no-nonsense message in a very hum-
ble tone of voice, and wondered if I would 
ever be able to do something like that. I don’t 
remember a word he said, but I’ll always re-
member his voice and its power to inspire 
total strangers.

The next time I saw Denny was when he 
was announced as the new OATC Presi-
dent. He had gone from the top of one lad-
der to the top of another ladder, in a way that 
few people could. His guidance and wisdom 
were invaluable to us during his term as 
President, and long before and after that. 
Denny was just one of those people that you 
have to listen to, because what he said 
made so much sense and was obviously 
right. It was impossible to object to anything 
Denny said, even when he looked me in the 
eye, grinned, and told me I was wrong.

Denny and I toured the state, more or 
less simultaneously, and he gave his life-
changing presentation on valuing our ser-
vices and building our businesses, while I 
gave my military tax issues class. That gave 
me the chance to get to know Denny better, 
and was a true gift. My respect and affection 
for him grew every time I saw him and lis-
tened to him speak. Again, I can remember 
very few actual phrases, but I still have 
Denny’s voice in the back of my mind, urging 
me to become a better person and not to sell 

(Continued from page 1) myself or our profession short.
We all have our own ways to work  

through grief, and I certainly have my share 
after losing Denny, but I also remember him 
as fun-loving and enthusiastic, and he never 
passed up an opportunity to make his point 
with laughter. I know that he would laugh his 
kind, gentle laugh if he could see me strug-
gling to bring my thoughts to life on paper. 
I’m sure that some of the later articles will 
mention his love for life and laughter, and I’ll 
smile when I read them, and that helps.

Denny was a true Southern gentleman, a 
Rotarian who really did put service above 
self, a mentor, a guide, a friend, a role 
model, a fellow veteran, and a fighter to the 
end. I’ll miss him, and I think I will always 
hear his voice.  

Do I start with funny stories, or do I start 
at the end and work backwards.

I have known and worked with Denny for 
over 30 years as he worked for the better-

ment of the Tax Profession and 
for OATC. It started back 

in the seventies when 
he was chair of the Tax 
Board. One of his 
agenda items was to 

create educational mate-
r i a l  f o r  t h e  B a s i c 

Course. Marilyn Johnston and I worked with 
a committee of eight additional consultants 
to create that curriculum. And the following 
year she  and I updated that material to-
gether for this taskmaster who in the early 
years was creating a PROFESSION. 

We taught interviewing techniques to-
gether at an early convention. Let your mind 
take over and imagine Denny interviewing 
Nancy Dunn as the Madam; creating inter-
view questions to learn the income and ex-
penses of her "Profession". My inter-
view was of the mime clown but at least my 
clown kept her hands above the table. What 

(Continued on page 3)

From Donna Gilmour:
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a riot it was to watch Denny and Nancy.  
In the seventies Denny served as chair of 

the Tax Board for 4 years. With his busy 
professional schedule and his extracurricular 
activities that he was always in the middle of, 
where did he find the stamina to serve four 
years as chair? Yes, Denny could.

His enthusiasm and energy and ability 
knew no bounds. In the later years he 
did Bingo at our OATC conventions. In the 
middle years he did auctions. No one could 
raise money like Denny. He auctioned 
the bra from my daughter's bathing suit; we 
never did find out how he got it. Joy Wilen's 
red high heels went for a good price. The 
next year they brought them back and 
Denny auctioned them off again. It took Joy 
two years to get her red shoes back.

Then there is his service to the Building 
Committee. Have you ever served ten years 
on one committee, dropping all appoint-
ments when Carol called and wanted you to 
go look at a new building? Denny did: from 
the beginning of the committee, until the job 
was done. That was Denny.

And then in his 70’s he took on the job as 
State President for OATC. He loved life. He 
loved to have fun. He wanted everyone 
around him to have fun. He was a giant of a 
man. Small in stature, but big in heart. We 
will all miss him.  

I first met Denny at the 
Pendleton convention during 
his OATC presidency.  He 
served as the emcee for the 
fashion show which high-
lighted Pendleton Woolen 
Mills’ clothing.  In Denny fash-
ion, he was hysterical.  I believe everyone 
there laughed until their sides hurt –
because of Denny.

He also conducted an early morning 

(Continued from page 2) class on business operation suggestions.  
He talked about pricing, professionalism, 
ideas, giving back, and pride in our profes-
sion.  I believe everyone learned many 
things – because of Denny.

At the annual meeting, Denny spoke of 
the history of OATC, as well as the future of 
our organization.  I believe everyone was 
inspired – because of Denny.

Denny ran the bingo game that conven-
tion – as he did at many conventions.  He 
not only turned the cage, called the num-
bers, and teased us all, but supplied the 
prizes.  I believe everyone had a good time 
– because of Denny.

I enjoyed that convention and have many 
wonderful memories from it – because of 
Denny.

In January we lost a 
long time member of 
OATC.  Denny joined 
our Association Octo-
ber 5, 1977 and has 

taught many classes and held many offices.  
He was our OATC President July 2005 –
June 2007.  He received the Margaret Sills 
Award at Convention in 2009.  He was a 
member of the Tax Board in the early years 
of its formation.

Denny liked to have fun.  He and Diane 
enjoyed providing Bingo at the Conventions.  
He liked to teach and taught classes 
throughout the State.  His passion was re-
spect for our livelihood and talked seriously 
about practitioners realizing our worth, pre-
senting ourselves in a businesslike manner 
and charging our clients a fee that repre-
sented our self-respect.

Denny and Diane have done much, not 
only for our Association, but have been in-
volved in Rotary, Northwest Medical Teams 
and Shriner’s Hospital to name a very few.  
They have also provided a home for many 
foster children over the years. Denny was a 

(Continued on page 4)

From Cathy Johnson:

From Bev Diercks:



4

March/April/May/June 2010

man of many talents and used them 
to make the world a better place.  He 
will be missed.

(Continued from page 3)

Notes From the 2nd VP’s Desk
Look forward 

to Safety Net in 
your area be-
tween May 7 
and May 15.  
You should have 
a brochure, if 
not look on the 

OATC website.  The topic is ALL 
ABOUT EMPLOYEE BUSINESS EX-
PENSES.  It will be a great tune-up and 
I’ll bet we will all learn some new 
things.

In June, our Convention is at Hall-
mark Inn at Newport on June 23 – 26.  
Reservation cut off date is MAY 21.  
Our block of rooms will be put back in 
the hotel’s inventory after that date and 
reservations after May 21 will be sub-
ject to availability and may also be sub-
ject to a higher rate.  Information on the 

education and other activities are listed else-
where in this newsletter.  The printed bro-
chures will be out soon and the registration 
fee prior to May 23 is at a discounted rate.

July will bring us the Officer Training for 
the newly elected Chapter Officers on July 16 
& 17.  If you have been an officer before, we 
need your voice of experience at the ses-
sions.  If you are an officer for the first time 
you should plan to attend.  There are many 
helpful hints to make your job easier and a 
wonderful opportunity to get acquainted with 
officers from other Chapters.

Have a great summer and hope to see you 
at the above activities.>>Bev Diercks, OATC 
2nd V. P.

You may have heard that the Oregon leg-
islators passed a bill sweeping money from 
the board’s budget. Following is an explana-
tion of the events.

On February 24, 
the senate voted and 
passed House Bill 
3696 approving the 
recommendation from 
the Joint Ways and 
Means Committee to 
“sweep” funds from 
state agencies to plug holes in the state gen-
eral fund. The bill (on page 38)  sweeps 
$430,000 from the board’s ending balance. 

It is frustrating that as a self-supporting 
agency that receives no general fund dollars, 
we can be forced to contribute to the state 
general fund through such a “sweep.” But this 
is the reality of state government.

This sweep does not subject the board to 
any financial risk or vulnerability. After the 
sweep, the board maintains a balance equal 

(Continued on page 5)

Oregon State “Sweeps” $430,000 
From The Board of Tax  
Practitioners’  Account
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to seven months operating expenses, 
which is in line with the state’s recom-
mended funding level. The board does 
not have any outstanding projects that 
require immediate funding, nor does it 
have outstanding liabilities.

The board began the 2007-2009
biennium with $318,918 and finished 
the biennium with an ending cash bal-
ance of $719,906, a difference of 
$400,988. The larger-than-expected 
revised ending balance at the end of 
the 2007–‘09 biennium is due to sev-
eral factors. 

The board received $199,795 more 
in fines than was expected in the 2007
–2009 biennium. The board received 
$56,909 more in interest than was ex-
pected in the 2007–’09 biennium. 
These two totaling $256,704 were un-
expected and represent funds received 
from sources other than normal licens-
ing and registration fees from our licen-
sees.

The board had $99,230 personal 
services savings in the 2007–’09 bien-
nium. These unanticipated personal
services savings of $99,230 plus the 
unanticipated revenues from fines and 
i n t e r e s t  o f  $ 2 5 6 , 7 0 4 t o t a l 
$355,934. The board’s other revenues 
during the biennium exceeded projec-
tions by $40,350 plus savings of other 
expenses during the biennium of 
$4,704 total $45,054. The unantici-
pated revenues and reduced spending 
added$400,988 to the ending balance 
through the 2007–‘09 biennium.

The intent of the legislature was to 
leave the board with seven months’ 
worth of operating expenses, which 
would be approximately $290,654. The 
legislators swept $430,000 from the 
board’s ending balance of $719,814 as 
of January 31, 2010, leaving us with a 

(Continued from page 4) revised ending balance of $289,814, which 
equals seven months of operating expenses 
for the board.

I re-emphasize: The Board of Tax Practi-
tioners is on solid financial ground. This 
sweep by the legislature was extremely un-
usual. But these are not normal economic 
times.

A question that may come up is why we 
did not simply spend down the ending bal-
ance. The Board of Tax Practitioners is a 
state agency subject to all rules regarding 
budgeting. The board’s budget must be ap-
proved by the governor and ultimately by the 
legislative body. Once this funding level is set, 
the board cannot spend money merely be-
cause we have “extra” money in our ending 
balance account. The budget for the 2011–
2013 biennium will be put together this 
year. The board will look at anticipated reve-
nues and our current ending balance and con-
sider new projects we want to have funded in 
the 2011–2013 budget. >>Ron Wagner, Ex-
ecutive Director, Oregon State Board of Tax 
Practitioners

           The charter for Mt. Hood Chapter, 
shows “Date Issued: October, 1985”. It is 
‘signed’ by Kathleen Hoke, OATC President 
and Jeraldine Carlisle, OATC Secre-
tary. Unfortunately, most of the early formers 
of Mt. Hood Chapter are not active members 
any longer so we don’t have much direct infor-
mation about the early days.

Several awards have been presented to 
the Chapter over the years, including Out-
standing Newsletter in 1986-87; Highest Per-

(Continued on page 6)
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centage of Growth for a Large 
Chapter, 2003-04, Most Improved 
Newsletter, 2006-07; Most im-
proved Attendance for a Large 
Chapter, 2008-09.

The Chapter met for many years 
at Mt. Hood Community College 
class rooms. Since education is 
such an important part of our pur-
pose, it made sense to meet at an 
education facility.

Last year we moved our meet-
ings to the Metro East Community 
Media building, located at 829 NE 
8th in Gresham. We use the meeting 
room there and it has served us 
well during the past year. The meet-
ing room is a little smaller than we 
would like so we may consider an-
other location in the future with 
more room.

The Mt. Hood Chapter covers 
the geographic area of the eastern 
part of Portland, Gresham, Fair-
view, Troutdale, Sandy and eastern 
Multnomah County. We also have 
several members from the Vancou-
ver/Camas area.

The Chapter normally meets at 
6:00 pm – 8:00 pm Thursday eve-
nings from May through December. 
We usually don’t meet in June be-
cause of Convention. We have a 
tax-related education theme during 
our meetings and give out CPE to 
members at that time. 

Our Newsletter link to the OATC 
Website is: http://www.oatc-
oregon.org/MtHood/
We try to keep the information there 
current. Members of other chapters 
attend our meetings and are always 
welcome. >>Mick Chase 

(Continued from page 5) Interesting Website on 
Presidential Returns
Linda Musson, Executive 
Director found this website 
during tax season.  You 
may find it interesting—
check it out!http://taxhistory.org/
w w w / w e b s i t e . n s f / W e b /
P r e s i d e n t i a l T a x R e t u r n s ?
OpenDocument

Note From the Editor

As you can see from the dates for this news-
letter, it covers four 
months.  My intention 
(don’t we all know about 
good intentions) was to 
have an issue for March 
and April.  However, I 
failed to do so.  I could 
give a list of excuses, 
and they are exactly 
that—excuses.  Please 
forgive me.  I hope you 
enjoy this issue.  Let me 
know of any changes you would like to see 
made to future editions!  >>Cathy

Chapters Alert—Officer Elections  
Are Due!

This is the time for all 
chapters to elect their offi-
cers for the next two years 
of service to OATC.  

NEWSLETTER ADVERTISING 
RATES

1/8th Page $ 30
1/4 Page $ 50
1/2 page $ 85
Whole Page $140
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Sudoku Puzzle For You To Enjoy 
by Melissa Wight

9 7 6

6 3 1 8

1 6

5 7 8

7 9 2 5

3 8 2

7 9

5 6 9 8

1 3 4

Education on the High Seas
The OATC Portland Chapter is host-

ing an education cruise. Holland Amer-
ica’s Mexican Riviera is a seven day 
cruise from San Diego, California, which 
docks in Mazatlan, Puerta Vallarta, and 
the beautiful Cabo San Lucas.  Three 
full days at sea will allow 18 to 21 hours 
of education. (There will be no educa-
tion on days while in port.) The ship will 
leave San Diego at 5:00pm on Novem-
ber 6th, make port in Mazatlan, Puerta 
Vallarta, and Cabo San Lucas and then 
return to San Diego at 7:00am on No-
vember 13th.

The prices currently quoted by Holland 
America are:

Inside Stateroom: $699 + 88.59 = 787.59
Oceanview Stateroom: $849+88.59=937.59
Verandah Stateroom: $1049+88.59=1137.59
Superior Verandah Suite: $1,599 + 88.59 =

1,687.59
Deluxe Verandah Suite: $2,149 + 88.59 =

2,237.59.
If there is a special promotion prior to the 

due date of the final payments the group 
rates will automatically be reduced to those 
rates.  Individual travelers will arrange their 
own airline travel. United Air Lines currently 
lists round trip fare from Portland to San 
Diego at $323. There will also be an educa-
tion charge of $180 for members and $290 
for non-members. Portland Chapter is seek-
ing volunteers to provide education on the 
cruise. Those providing education will not be 
subject to the education fee. 

Questions? Contact Neil Gibson at 503-
232-9050. To make a reservation or to re-
ceive more information regarding fares, 
travel insurance or cancelation policies call 
Bradlee Haley, Holland America at 800-355-
3017 ext. 29300. Our group number is TP5 
and our group name is OATC Group. You 
will be asked for the space you wish to re-
serve, a deposit, and any insurance you 
wish to include.

Call today – Don’t miss out on this exciting 
adventure!







CHAPTER PRESIDENTS & MEETINGS
BLUE MOUNTAIN CHAPTER

Nate Jacob,  Meets 2nd Thurs & 3rd Tues Eves-
BlueMtnPresident@oatc-oregon.org  

CENTRAL OREGON CHAPTER
  Rae Ann Curtis Meets 4th Mon Eve

CentralOregonPresident@oatc-oregon.org    
CLACKAMAS CHAPTER

  Debra Sheehan,  Meets 3rd Mon Eve
ClackamasPresident@oatc-oregon.org  

JACKSON COUNTY CHAPTER
  Eileen (Andy) Gough, Meets 1st Mon Lunch, 

3rd Mon Eve
JacksonCoPresident@oatc-oregon.org 

KLAMATH COUNTY CHAPTER
  Vickie Baker, Contact Pres for Meet Schedule

KlamathCoPresident@oatc-oregon.org 
LANE COUNTY CHAPTER
  Lee Reams,Meets 3rd Tues

LaneCoPresident@oatc-oregon.org  
MID-COLUMBIA CHAPTER

  Mary Linebarger  Meets 4th Tues
MidColumbiaPresident@oatc-oregon.org  

MID-WILLAMETTE CHAPTER
  Bill McKinney      Meets 2nd Thurs

MidWillamettePresident@oatc-oregon.org 
MT. HOOD CHAPTER

  Gary Gaska    Meets 3rd Thurs Eve
MtHoodPresident@oatc-oregon.org

NORTH COAST CHAPTER
  Carolyn Anderson  Contact Pres for Meeting 

NorthCoastPresident@oatc-oregon.org 
PORTLAND CHAPTER

  Valerie Vann  Meets 2nd Tues
PortlandPresident@oatc-oregon.org  

SALEM CHAPTER
  Ron Williams    Meets 3rd Tues

SalemPresident@oatc-oregon.org
SOUTH COAST CHAPTER

Inactive
TREASURE VALLEY CHAPTER

  Dena Burgess Contact Pres for Meet Schedule 
TreasureValleyPresident@oatc-oregon.org 

TUALATIN VALLEY CHAPTER
  Patricia Logan    Meets 3rd Mon

TualatinValleyPresident@oatc-oregon.org
WESTSIDE CHAPTER

  Jim Nelson  Meets 4th Mon
WestsidePresident@oatc-oregon.org  

YAMHILL COUNTY CHAPTER
  Vickie Hull Contact Pres for Meet Schedule

YamhillCoPresident@oatc-oregon.org 

OATC OFFICERS
President— Eric Arnoldus

(541)963-8304
president@oatc-oregon.org

1st Vice President—Susan High
(503)655-3737

1stvp@oatc-oregon.org
2nd Vice President — Beverley Diercks

(503)394-2788
2ndvp@oatc-oregon.org

3rd Vice President—Vickie Baker
(541)885-2170

3rdvp@oatc-oregon.org
Secretary—Cheryl Brown

(541)975-1850
secretary@oatc-oregon.org
Treasurer—Patricia Logan

(503)640-2910
treasurer@oatc-oregon.org
Past President—David Kim

(503)626-5065
pastpresident@oatc-oregon.org

NEWSLETTER CONTACT 
newsletter@oatc-oregon.org

Cathy Johnson, Editor
(541)569-2272

OREGON ASSOCIATION OF TAX 
CONSULTANTS
1-800-478-4943
(503)726-0100

FAX (503)726-0101

WEBSITE:www.oatc-oregon.org

Executive Director—Linda Musson
director@oatc-oregon.org

2009-2010 COMMITTEES
AWARDS

Nolan Geraths (503)769-7137
Liz Bridge (503)762-4543

BUDGET AND ACCOUNTING
Patricia Logan (503)640-2910

BOARD OF TAX PRACTITIONERS
Judith A. Wilkins (503)777-5112

BYLAWS & SOPS
Dena Burgess (541)889-5232

BUILDING COMMITTEE
Linda Musson (503)726-0100

CHAPTER DEVELOPMENT
Soon To Be Selected

2010 CONVENTION
Lee Reams (541)607-5052

2011 CONVENTION
Vickie Hull (503)472-8020

2012 CONVENTION
Jeannie Ryall (503)607-0167

ASSOCIATION LIAISON
Jan Salisbury (503)657-9251

EDUCATION
Vickie Hull (503)472-8020

GROUP SERVICES
OATC Office (503)726-0100

HISTORIAN
Vacant

INTERNAL REVIEW
Lane County Chapter

INVESTMENTS
Mick McKinney (503)643-7950

LEGISLATION
Vacant

MEMBERSHIP
Debra McKinney (541)261-2029

NOMINATING
David Kim (503)626-5065

ODR LIAISON
Ave Giddings (541)926-7382

OREGON NEWS
Cathy Johnson (541)569-2272

SUNSHINE
Need a Volunteer

WEB SITE
Linda Keast (503)244-2060
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